
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wirral Landfall Fact Sheet  

At our Wirral exhibitions we showed two possible la ndfall locations, one at 
Dove Point, Meols and another at Leasowe. We consid ered these options in 
detail and concluded that a cable route to the land fall at Leasowe is the 
preferred option for a variety of reasons. 

A preferred cable route option for the Western HVDC 

Link was identified as a result of technical and 

environmental studies undertaken during phase 1 of the 

project which balanced environmental, technical and 

economic considerations in order to identify a preferred 

option. This was summarised in the Western HVDC Link 

Consultation Document January 2011 and was consulted 

on in February 2011.  

As part of the preferred cable route option two technically 

feasible landfall options on the north Wirral foreshore 

were presented, one at Dove Point, near Meols and the 

other at Leasowe adjacent to the lighthouse. The level of 

environmental disturbance at both was considered to be 

similar and the decision was made to consult further and 

wait for the outcome of detailed intertidal surveys and 

further marine investigations before a decision was 

made.   

Both options were presented in the public consultation 

exercise in February 2011. It was noted during the 

exercise that the cable route option would be subject to 

further modification as a result of detailed technical and 

environmental studies and surveys to be undertaken 

during phase 2 (detailed environmental appraisal of the 

proposed option and submission of the planning and 

marine consent applications) as well as the consultation 

and ongoing discussions with consultees, stakeholders 

and landowners.  

Information presented at Feb 2011 Consultation 

During the consultation in February 2011 the following 

information was known and presented: 

The foreshore at both landfalls is a European protected 

site due to its important ecological interests. It is 

designated as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and 

proposed Special Protection Area (pSPA) for intertidal 

habitats and marine birds.  These sites are also 

designated as the North Wirral Foreshore Site of Special 

Scientific Interest (SSSI).  The coastal areas are 

designated locally as a Coastal Park and Site of 

Biological Importance.  The marine cable approach to the 

landfall at Dove Point would pass through a larger 

section of these European sites whereas the landfall at 

Leasowe would be likely to result in greater disturbance 

to the local onshore designations.  

It was also identified that there would be temporary 

disturbance to the local residents during the installation 

period; however this disturbance would be likely to be 

greater at Dove Point due to a larger number of 

residential properties close to the landfall location.  For 

both landfalls there would be temporary disturbance on 

the users of the slipway at Dove Point and population 

disturbance from vehicle movements as the slipway is 

anticipated to be used as access for both of the landfalls.  

However most activity would be marine based therefore 

disturbance to the users of the slipway would be likely to 

be limited.  

 



 

Intertidal Ecological Surveys  

After the consultation period in February intertidal 

ecological surveys were undertaken on the approaches 

to both landfalls to inform the selection of the preferred 

location. The surveys did not identify any defining 

features of the SAC or any features of ecological 

importance at either of the two landfalls.  Ecological 

considerations therefore do not differentiate the two 

landfalls.  

Additional Information  

Feedback from the community consultations in February 

2011 included a number of responses relating specifically 

to the landfall options. The majority of these raised 

concerns about the Dove Point landfall (disturbance to 

moorings, local access to the marine parade, primary 

school and coastguard station). In addition to the 

intertidal ecological work a detailed seabed survey has 

also been undertaken since the phase 1 consultation. 

One of the key considerations for the marine cable is to 

ensure the cable can be buried at a constant depth for 

mechanical protection to reduce the risk of damage and 

to maintain a constant electrical capacity of the cable, 

therefore technical marine issues have been considered 

in determining the preferred landfall option.  

Technical Feasibility  

The detailed seabed survey work and related historical 

data identified further information on the East Hoyle Spit 

through which the marine cable to the landfall at Dove 

Point would need to be routed. This is shown on the 

figure below.   

 

The spit was identified to be migrating and steep sided 

with a 10-12m rise along a distance of 150-200m.  The 

migration of the spit would either result in the cable 

becoming buried very deep which could affect the 

electrical capacity of the cable, or the cable becoming 

exposed and ‘free spanning’ which would require 

extensive remediation work and which would be likely to 

result in a lasting navigational hazard. 

The approach to this landfall also requires a longer 

section of cable to be installed within the intertidal zone 

increasing the difficulty of the installation.  

The landfall at Leasowe would require an overall longer 

marine cable route and is less direct on land with an 

additional 2km of cable that would need to be installed 

onshore.  

Preferred Landfall 

Both landfalls will result in minor temporary disturbance 

on the environment and local population.  The intertidal 

ecological surveys undertaken since the phase 1 

consultation did not identify any fundamental differences 

in the disturbance to the intertidal sediments at either 

landfall and therefore did not provide any weighting to 

either landfall.  However, the additional information on 

the East Hoyle Spit identified during the detailed seabed 

survey and the related historical data is considered to be 

a key risk due to the likelihood of either increased burial 

and a consequent reduction in its electrical capacity or an 

exposed free spanning cable which would be likely to 

result in a lasting navigational hazard. This is the key 

determinant in the selection of the preferred option.  

Based on a review of all information that included 

onshore and offshore environmental and community 

disturbance and onshore and offshore technical feasibility 

the risk associated with a route through East Hoyle Spit 

and the increased onshore population disturbance at 

Dove Point results in the landfall at Leasowe being the 

preferred option.  
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